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ABSTRACT 

In the spring of 1971, an initial version of a 
program to teach selected prereading skills was tried out in three 
kindergartens. The three visual skills to be taught by the program 
were attending to letter order, letter orientation, and word detail. 
The sound skills to be taught were sound matching and sound blending. 
The program materials for children consisted of whole group, small 
group, and individual games and activities designed to teach the 
selected skills. The teacher was provided with a manual describing 
the games and the suggested scheduling, grouping, and assessment 
procedures. This working paper summarizes the conditions of the 
tryout; describes and evaluates the program components in detail, and 
suggests revisions for the 1971-72 full-year testing of the program. 
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STATEMENT OF FOCUS 



The Wisconsin Research and Development Center for Cognitive 
Learning focuses on contributing to a better understanding of cog- 
nitive learning by children and youth and to the improvement of 
related educational practices. The strategy for research and develop- 
ment is comprehensive, it includes basic research to generate new 
knowledge about the conditions and processes of learning and about 
the processes of instruction, and the subsequent developtner.c of 
research-based instructional materials, many of which are designed 
for use by teachers and others for use by students. These materials 
are tested and refined in school settings. Throughout these operations 
behavioral scientists, curriculum experts, academic scholars, and 
school people interact, insuring that the results of Center activities 
are based soundly on knowledge of subject matter and cognitive learning 
and that they are applied to the improvement of educational practice. 

This Technical Report is from the Basic Frereading Skills: Iden- 

tification and Improvement element of the Reading and Related Language 
Arts Project, in Program 2, Processes and Programs of Instruction. 

The objectives of Program 2 are to develop curriculum materials 
for elementary and preschool children, to develop related instruc- 
tional procedures, and to test and refine the instructional programs 
incorporating the curriculum materials and instructional procedures. 
Contributing to these objectives, this project has two general objec- 
tives: (1) to develop kindergarten level tests for diagnosing deficits 

in skills which relate to reading, and (2) to develop a kindergarten- 
level program for teaching these skills. Tests and instructional programs 
will be developed for: visual and acoustic skills, including letter 

and letter string matching with attention to order, orientation and detail 
auditory matching and blending; and for relating sounds to symbols. 
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ABSTRACT 



From February through May of 1971, an initial version of a pro- 
gram to teach selected prereading skills was tried out in three 
Madison kindergartens. The three visual skills to be taught by the 
program were attending to letter order (ab vs. ba) , letter orientation 
(b vs. _d ) , and word detail (cfg vs. ctg ) . The sound skills to be 
taught were sound matching (which word has the sh sound: ship or 
cat ?) and sound blending (what word do these sounds make: sh - i - 

p?) To facilitate the teaching of the two sound skills, children were 
taught to associate the individual sounds with pictures (for instance, 
the sound /sh/ with the picture of a girl with her finger to her lips). 

The program materials for children consisted of whole group, 
small group, and individual games and activities designed to teach 

i 

the selected skills. The teacher was provided with a manual describ- 
ing the games and the suggested scheduling, grouping, and assessment 
procedures. The program was used in classes for 30 to 45 minutes a 
day, two to five days a week. A project staff member was present at 
each session both as aide and as observer. 

This working paper summarizes the conditions of the Spring 1971 
tryout, describes and evaluates the program components in detail, and 
suggests revisions for the 1971-72 full-year testing of the program. 
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